S A L I S B U R Y

rich champaign fields and fertile valleys abounding in the
fruits of the earth and watered by the living stream. There is
a seat for the Virgin Patroness of our Church to which the
world cannot produce a parallel.7

Permission was obtained in 1220 and the removal was
carried out by the Bishop, Richard Poorc, the builder of the
cathedral of Salisbury,   The site, which was on the bishop's
own land, was revealed to him by the Blessed Virgin in a dream.
The foundations were laid on 28th April, 1220, the first stone
being laid for the Pope, the second for Archbishop Langton,
the third by the Bishop and the fourth and fifth by William
Longepee, Earl of Salisbury, and his wife.   Afterwards nobles
and clergy laid their stones amid the acclamations and alms-
giving of the people.    During the work of building, the
Bishop lived at the house called Mitre House, from which to
this day the bishop's enthronement procession begins.    In
1258 the Cathedral was consecrated in the presence of Henry
III and his Queen, though the work was not completed until
1266.   Elias de Dereham is believed to have been the architect
of this cathedral which is unique in the unity of its design,
being built throughout in the Early English style within
forty-six years.   Evelyn called it * the completest Gothic work
in Europe/   In the fourteenth century the spire, its crowning
glory, was added.

Within, the unity of style and flawless precision of execu-
tion combine with the shafts of Purbeck marble to produce a
rather cold and formal appearance. This cannot have been
the case in the Middle Ages when the arches were picked out
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